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100 Most Common Words “Multiplier” Tool.

Guidelines

Multiply your opportunities to communicate in your target language by mastering statistically-common words.  It’s simply the 80/20 rule which helps you begin to use the language with total confidence.  This tool is especially useful for a new language.  
Although what is “most common” will differ in each language, it’s good enough to begin with the most common English words.  This is “low hanging fruit” to give you command over a disproportionate amount of the total foreign language.  That’s the positive “multiplier” effect in action.
We’ve first listed the top 100 common words across categories and followed with the top 25 in each category.  Although there is some repetition in the lists this repetition will also help you remember.  The lists are sourced from Oxford Dictionaries, just about the most authoritative dictionaries around and highly recommended.

The words below will help you access the most important 50% of everyday language.  That’s a remarkably high return for relatively little time.  Boost this return further by exploring linked expressions and phrases linked to the core word below [e.g. for the verb “get” learn “get out”, “get in”, “get away with”, “get on with”, “get lucky” etc…) 
The lists are set up as template tables so you can easily fill in the equivalent word in your foreign language.  The “Notes on Usage” column will help you deepen your knowledge of the linguistic linkages and of grammar at the same time.
100 Most Common Words in English:
	Common English Word
	Foreign Language Equivalent (you fill this in)
	Notes on Usage or Grammar

(you fill this in – first few examples given)

	1     the
	
	e.g. in this language there are 3 genders for the article

	2     be
	
	e.g. in this language this verb takes two different forms

	3     to
	
	e.g. here are some examples on different uses

	4     of
	
	…etc

	5     and
	
	

	6     a
	
	

	7     in
	
	

	8     that
	
	

	9     have
	
	

	10    I
	
	

	11    it
	
	

	12    for
	
	

	13    not
	
	

	14    on
	
	

	15    with
	
	

	16    he
	
	

	17    as
	
	

	18    you
	
	

	19    do
	
	

	20    at
	
	

	21    this
	
	

	22    but
	
	

	23    his
	
	

	24    by
	
	

	25    from
	
	

	26    they
	
	

	27    we
	
	

	28    say
	
	

	29    her
	
	

	30    she
	
	

	31    or
	
	

	32    an
	
	

	33    will
	
	

	34    my
	
	

	35    one
	
	

	36    all
	
	

	37    would
	
	

	38    there
	
	

	39    their
	
	

	40    what
	
	

	41    so
	
	

	42    up
	
	

	43    out
	
	

	44    if
	
	

	45    about
	
	

	46    who
	
	

	47    get
	
	

	48    which
	
	

	49    go
	
	

	50    me
	
	

	51    when
	
	

	52    make
	
	

	53    can
	
	

	54    like
	
	

	55    time
	
	

	56    no
	
	

	57    just
	
	

	58    him
	
	

	59    know
	
	

	60    take
	
	

	61    people
	
	

	62    into
	
	

	63    year
	
	

	64    your
	
	

	65    good
	
	

	66    some
	
	

	67    could
	
	

	68    them
	
	

	69    see
	
	

	70    other
	
	

	71    than
	
	

	72    then
	
	

	73    now
	
	

	74    look
	
	

	75    only
	
	

	76    come
	
	

	77    its
	
	

	78    over
	
	

	79    think
	
	

	80    also
	
	

	81    back
	
	

	82    after
	
	

	83    use
	
	

	84    two
	
	

	85    how
	
	

	86    our
	
	

	87    work
	
	

	88    first
	
	

	89    well
	
	

	90    way
	
	

	91    even
	
	

	92    new
	
	

	93    want
	
	

	94    because
	
	

	95    any
	
	

	96    these
	
	

	97    give
	
	

	98    day
	
	

	99    most
	
	

	100   us
	
	


25 Most Common Nouns in English:

	Common English Noun
	Foreign Language Equivalent (you fill this in)
	Notes on Usage or Grammar

(you fill this in)

	1       time
	
	

	2       person
	
	

	3       year
	
	

	4       way
	
	

	5       day
	
	

	6       thing
	
	

	7       man
	
	

	8       world
	
	

	9       life
	
	

	10      hand
	
	

	11      part
	
	

	12      child
	
	

	13      eye
	
	

	14      woman
	
	

	15      place
	
	

	16      work
	
	

	17      week
	
	

	18      case
	
	

	19      point
	
	

	20      government
	
	

	21      company
	
	

	22      number
	
	

	23      group
	
	

	24      problem
	
	

	25      fact
	
	


25 Most Common Verbs in English:

	Common English Verb
	Foreign Language Equivalent (you fill this in)
	Notes on Usage or Grammar

(you fill this in)

	1       be
	
	

	2       have
	
	

	3       do
	
	

	4       say
	
	

	5       get
	
	

	6       make
	
	

	7       go
	
	

	8       know
	
	

	9       take
	
	

	10      see
	
	

	11      come
	
	

	12      think
	
	

	13      look
	
	

	14      want
	
	

	15      give
	
	

	16      use
	
	

	17      find
	
	

	18      tell
	
	

	19      ask
	
	

	20      work
	
	

	21      seem
	
	

	22      feel
	
	

	23      try
	
	

	24      leave
	
	

	25      call
	
	


25 Most Common Adjectives in English:

	Common English Adjective
	Foreign Language Equivalent (you fill this in)
	Notes on Usage or Grammar

(you fill this in)

	1       good
	
	

	2       new
	
	

	3       first
	
	

	4       last
	
	

	5       long
	
	

	6       great
	
	

	7       little
	
	

	8       own
	
	

	9       other
	
	

	10      old
	
	

	11      right
	
	

	12      big
	
	

	13      high
	
	

	14      different
	
	

	15      small
	
	

	16      large
	
	

	17      next
	
	

	18      early
	
	

	19      young
	
	

	20      important
	
	

	21      few
	
	

	22      public
	
	

	23      bad
	
	

	24      same
	
	

	25      able
	
	


There are other easy vocabulary opportunities not covered here such as “latent vocabulary”: see the “GET FLUENT FAST” booklet for further information.

